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ANNUAL REPORT 


OF THE 

Lehigh Valley Railroad Company. 


January 21st, 1890. 

As indicated in our last report, the figures this year in- 
clude those of the whole system, and no separate report will 
be made of the business of the Pennsylvania and New York 
Canal and Railroad, now one of our leased lines. 

The total tonnage of the fiscal year ending November 30th, 
1889, was as follows : — 


Total Tonnage over Road. 



1889 . 

1888 . 

Increase and 
Decrease. 

Anthracite coal .... 

8 , 323,594 

8,650,826 

Dec. 327,232 

Bituminous coal and coke . . 

283,444 

347,016 

Dec. 63,572 

Miscellaneous freight 

4 , 205,713 

3 , 633,178 

Inc. 572,535 


12,812,751 

12,631,020 

Inc. 181,731 


(5) 
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Tons Carried one Mile. 



1889. 

1888. 

Increase and 
Decrease. 

Anthracite coal 

893 , 923.679 

939 , 256,984 

Dec. 45 , 333,305 

Bituminous coal and coke . . 

17,511,721 

22,584,281 

Dec. 5,072,560 

Miscellaneous freight .... 

594,201,206 

421,877,647 

Inc. 172 , 323,559 


1,505,636,606 

1 , 383 , 718,912 

Inc. 121,917,694 


Average Freight Rates. 



1889. 

1888. 

Average rate per ton on coal 

ioOjVu cents. 

1 °7 rVo cents. 

Average rate per ton per mile on coal . 

rV<r<y cent. 

iy M b cents. 

Average rate per ton on miscellaneous 
freight 

io 3t#t cents. 

ioojVo cents. 

Average rate per ton per mile on mis- 
cellaneous freight 

tWo' cent. 

1W0 cent. 

Average rate per ton on total tonnage . 

xoi-i^j- cents. 

io5t% cents. 

Average rate per ton per mile, on total 
tonnage • 

iwff cent. 

tbVb cent. 


Passenger Traffic. 



1889. 

1888. 

Increase. 

Number of passengers carried 
over road 

4,696,683 

4,567,314 

129,369 

Number of passengers carried 
one mile 

75,117,608 

73 , 763,620 

1 , 353,988 


// 
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Averages. 



188 «. 

1888 . 

Average mileage per passenger • . . . 

“ receipts per passenger .... 

“ rate per mile 

16 miles. 

361Y0 cents. 

2 1 V& cents. 

i6 r Vff miles. 

35tW cents. 

2 T ffVo- cents. 


The operations of the whole system for the past year have 
resulted as follows : — 


Transportation Earnings : 


From coal $8,647,464 73 

“ miscellaneous freight 4,335,727 49 

“ passengers 1,839,72991 

“ express and mail 145,367 15 

“ other items 160,762 68 

Income from investments and other sources 1,545,91262 


$16,674,964 58 

Cost of Operation, including rentals of leased lines . 11,419,38371 


Net revenue $5,255,58087 


Against which there has been charged : — 

General expenses, interest on floating 
debt, taxes, loss on Morris Canal, &c. . $945,768 22 

Interest on bonds (including interest on 
guaranteed bonds and stocks) .... 2,168,571 40 

Dividends on preferred and common 

stocks 2,018,201 87 

5 ,i 32 , 54 i 49 

Leaving $123,039 38 

to be added to the credit of the profit and loss account. 


Neither the receipts nor expenses of the Lehigh Valley 
Coal Company are included in the foregoing statement, its 
accounts being kept entirely distinct from those of the rail- 
road company. They show a profit for the year. 
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Our capital account at the close of the fiscal year stood as 
follows : — 


Preferred stock #106,300 

Common stock (including scrip not yet con- 
verted) 40,335,010 

First mortgage, six per cent, bonds, due in 1898 (coupon 

and registered) 

Second mortgage, seven per cent, bonds, due in 1910 (re- 
gistered) 

Consolidated mortgage, six per cent, bonds, due (except 
sterling and annuity bonds) in 1923 : — 

Sterlin S #2,678,000 

Cou P° n 1,634,000 

Registered 6,953,000 

Annuit y 2,553,000 


#40,441,310 

5.000. 000 

6.000. 000 


13,818,000 


$65,259,310 


, To this may be added the following' obligations guaranteed 
by this Company, the interest and dividends upon which are 
included in the above statement : — 

Pennsylvania and New York Canal and Railroad Com- 


pany : — 

Seven per cent, bonds, due 1896 #1,500,000 

Seven per cent, bonds, due 1906 ..... 1,500,000 

Five per cent, bonds, due 1939 4,000,000 

Four per cent, bonds, due 1939 3,000,000 

Easton and Amboy Railroad Company, five per cent. ^ ' ,00 ° 

bonds, due in 1920 ’ 6,000,000 

Morris Canal and Banking Company : — 

Preferred stock, ten per cent • . . #1,175,000 

Consolidated stock, four per cent 1,025,000 

Seven per cent, preferred dividend scrip . . 62*500 

2,262,500 


#18,262,500 


I wo hundred and thirty-nine of the sterling bonds were 
drawn, payable December 1st, 1889, leaving $2,439,000 bear- 
ing interest from that date. 
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Seven millions of dollars of the mortgage loan issued by 
the Pennsylvania and New York Canal and Railroad Com- 
pany, referred to in the last annual report of that Company, 
have been received by our Company in settlement for the 
preferred stock of that Company and its accretions, and for 
other accounts. Of these, $4,000,000 bearing interest at the 
rate of five per cent., and $3,000,000 bearing interest at the 
rate of four per cent., guaranteed principal and interest by 
this Company, were sold during the year. The remaining 
$3,000,000 will be held by the trustees in accordance with the 
provisions of the mortgage, to retire a like amount of the 
seven per cent, bonds of that Company maturing $1,500,000 
in 1896 and $1,500,000 in 1906. 

Notwithstanding the decrease in coal tonnage for the year, 
in which we have shared in common with the other coal trans- 
portation companies, the total tonnage carried over our lines 
has increased as above stated. I his is due to the growth of 
both local and through freight and passenger business, the in- 
come from which for the year shows an increase of $688,120. 
It is to be noted that while our increase of business to Phila- 
delphia has been very considerable, there has been no corre- 
sponding increase from Philadelphia, because of the want of 
adequate facilities in that city. 

Our lake line has carried during the past season 153,000 
net tons of coal and other merchandise westward, and 351,- 
000 net tons of grain, ore, and other merchandise eastward, 
or an aggregate of 504,000 tons. Of this, 413,000 tons were 
carried in connection with our railroad lines to or from 
Buffalo. 

The two new steel steamers mentioned in the report of last 
year were in active service during the season, and two addi- 
tional steel steamers have been contracted for and will be 
delivered in time for the coming navigation season. These 
should still further increase our business with all the upper 
lake ports. 

As foreshadowed in the last report, the Geneva, Ithaca and 
Sayre Railroad was sold under foreclosure of its second mort- 
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gage in August last, and purchased by our Company, subject 
to the mortgage of the Ithaca and Athens Railroad Company 
for $ 600 , oco, due July 1st next. These bonds will be paid 
at maturity, or exchanged for some other security. A new 
organization was formed under the title of the Geneva and 
Sayre Railroad Company. 

The Ithaca, Auburn and Western Railroad, formerly oper- 
ated by us as a leased line of the Southern Central Railroad 
Company, has during the past year been sold under foreclos- 
ure. The portion of the line between Genoa and Freeville 
has been abandoned, and the portion north of Genoa, about 
20 miles, will hereafter be operated as a part of the Geneva 
and Sayre Division of our system. 

The improvements referred to in the last annual report as 
under construction at the Morris Canal Basin in Jersey City 
have been completed, and were in use during the year ; they 
are, however, inadequate to meet the requirements of our 
business. Preparations are being made for their further 
extension. 

In addition to our terminal properties at the Morris Canal 
Basin, we have acquired interests in other valuable water- 
fronts at tidewater on New York Bay, and are extending our 
line from Roselle through Newark to make these properties 
available for our rapidly-growing freight traffic, as well as to 
provide additional facilities for the shipment of coal in the 
harbor of New York. 

Our main line, through the purchase of the Geneva, Ithaca 
and Sayre Railroad and the extension to tidewater as stated, 
now extends from Jersey City to Geneva — distant 9 7 miles 
from the terminus of the Lehigh Valley Railway at Buffalo. 
The Buffalo and Geneva Railway Company has located its 
line between these points and has under contemplation its 
early construction. The Geneva and Van Ettenville Railroad 
Company was organized for the purpose of reducing the grades 
and shortening the line between Geneva and Van Etten- 
ville. The completion of these roads in connection with 
our own will give us a line between Buffalo and the sea- 
board with no adverse grade exceeding 21 feet per mile, 
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except that of the Wilkesbarre Mountain (which was by 
the mountain cut off, as stated in last annual report, reduced 
from 9 6 to 64 feet to the mile), and make available our lines 
in the city of Buffalo, and extensive improvements and ter- 
minal facilities upon which there have been expended several 
millions of dollars. 

The Schuylkill and Lehigh Valley Railroad, extending 
from the mouth of Lizard Creek (7 miles below Mauch 
Chunk), about 40 miles, to a point on the west branch of the 
Schuylkill River near Tremont, has been under construction 
since last spring. The grading will be completed within 
three or four months, and the road opened for the active coal 
season of the present year, enabling us to reach valuable coal 
developments which will be tributary to this line. 

Since last report the Loyalsock Railroad has been ex- 
tended 34^ miles, making a total of about 12 miles from 
Bernice, and is being progressed to a connection, during 
the present year, with our Harvey’s Lake Branch. This 
road extends through one of the largest bodies of virgin 
timber lands in the State. 

By an arrangement with the Williamsport and North Branch 
Railroad Company, which is extending its road to a connec- 
tion with this line, we will, upon its completion, run our trains 
to and from the city of Williamsport. 

The increasing importance of Allentown as a manufactur- 
ing centre and source of both freight and passenger traffic has 
prompted us to complete a line through that city, which has 
been partially in use for some years. This line, known as the 
Jordan Loop, is now used for freight, affording facilities much 
nearer and more convenient to the business public than those 
on the Main Line. A very commodious station is being / 
elected, and, upon its completion, a few weeks hence, passen- 
ger trains will be run through regularly by the loop line. 

Although no adequate return has as yet been received 
from these large investments of capital, the interest upon all 
of them is charged against the current income account of 
the year. 
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Mileage. 

The length of lines embraced in the Lehigh Valley system, 
without including second track or sidings, is as follows 


Lehigh Valley Railroad, Main Line, from 

to Geneva, N. Y 

Roselle Branch 

Coal Branches 

Mountain Cut-off 

Bear Creek Branch 

State Linp and Sullivan Branch 

Harvey’s Lake Branch 

Cayuga Branch 

Southern Central Division 

Lehigh Valley Railway, N. Y 

Loyalsock Branch 

Other small branches 


Perth Amboy, N. J., 

miles. 

jo “ 

136 “ 

• • . 20 “ 

“ 

23 “ 

22 “ 

38 “ 

• * IJ 4 “ 

“ 

“ 

46 " 


785 


We also operate for our own business about 50 miles of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad Company’s system; 15 miles of that 
of the New York Central and Hudson River Railroad Com- 
pany; 188 miles of the New York, Lake Erie and Western 
Railroad; and 21 miles of the Central Railroad of New 
Jersey; making a total of 1059 miles covered by our trains. 

During the last year we have added to our equipment as 
follows: — 


Built at our own Shops. 

Locomotives 

Passenger, combination, baggage, mail, and express cars 

Coal cars, eight- wheeled 

House cars 

Stock cars 

Gondola cars 

Service cars 


12 

16 

150 

182 

40 

2 

hi 


J 3 


Purchased. 


Locomotives (including 28 from roads absorbed in Lehigh Valiev 
system) 3 

Passenger, baggage, mail, and express cars . 

Platform cars, eight-wheeled 

House cars 

Coal cars, eight-wheeled 

four-wheeled 

Gondola cars 

Service cars .... 


56 

29 

146 

3i3 

2,100 

402 

15 

i53 


We also built at our shops 125 mine cars for the Lehigh 
Valley Coal Company. 

In addition to the above, we now have under contract 
2500 house and 200 gondola cars; 500 house and the 
gondola cars to be built at our own shops. 


The following additional work has been done during the 
year in extending the road and improving the property 

A branch has been graded and laid from main line near 
1 erth Amboy to the works of the Raritan Hollow and Porous 
brick Company, on Raritan River, m iles. 

A branch to Bloodgood’s Mills, called Bloodgood's Branch, 
h-om the Roselle and South Plainfield Railroad, has been 
graded and laid iyjjy miles. 

The Musconetcong Branch has been extended for a dis- 
tance of i T y,j- miles. 

Barber’s Branch has been extended miles. 

Second track on Wyoming Division has been extended 
h-om Mud Run to White Haven, miles. 

Work of renewing the arch in the Musconetcong tunnel 
has been continued during the year. 

The grading for a double track between Bear Creek Junc- 
tion and Summit Switch is in progress. Also two iron girders 
ovei Beers Creek at Owego, and three iron girders over a 
small stream at Auburn. 

About 19,000 yards of earth and stone have been dumped 

‘ n the ha y at Fair Haven, materially increasing the yard and 
dockage capacity. 


We have also constructed about 200 lineal feet of cribbing 
at Fair Haven coal dock. 

The condition of all our track has been fully maintained, 
but the heavy lains from which we have suffered during 
nearly the whole year have added largely to cost of mainte- 
nance. 

New passenger stations are under construction at Perth 
Amboy, Fords, Neshanic, West Neshanic, South Easton. Oth- 
ers have been erected at .Cemetery Station, Park Place, Lum- 
ber Yard, Wyoming Street Hazleton, Leviston, Lake Station, 
Duryea, Mahanoy City, Freeland, Weatherly, and Avoca. 

New freight stations have also been erected at Picton, 
Lower Catasauqua, Drifton, Glen Summit, and Avoca. 

Engine-houses are under construction at White Haven and 
at the Wilkesbarre shops, and one has been built at Towanda. 

Seven blocks of houses have been built at Delano, of two 
dwellings each, for use of employes at that place. 

The June flood carried away an iron bridge of 150 feet 
span and one of its abutments at Monroeton, on the State Line 
and Sullivan Branch, which was replaced by one of 165 feet 
span. 

New sidings have been laid on Loyalsock, Harvey’s Lake, 
and West Pittston branches. Also at Coxton, Towanda, and 
Sayre. 

We have added to the tracks of the Lehigh Valley Railway 
Company and on Tifft Farm, at Buffalo, 8 T | 7 miles during the 
year and have handled about 80,000 cubic yards of material 
with our steam shovel in filling trestles through that city. 

Additions have been made to our dock facilities at Buffalo, 
and to the facilities for handling iron ore and heavy freight 
over the docks. 

A section of an engine-house with 16 stalls, in accordance 
with our general plan, has been built at East Buffalo ; also a 
section of a car-repairing shop, which will be ready for occu- 
pancy in January. 

On our Southern Central Division new iron bridges have 
been erected crossing the Owasco Inlet at Moravia and the 
canal feeder at Weedsport. 


Our total equipment on November 30th, 1889, was as 
follows : — 


Locomotives 

I assenger, combination, baggage, mail, and express cars . . . . 

Fruit cars 

Stock cars 

1 latform cars, eight-wheeled 

six-wheeled 

twelve-wheeled 

Gondola cars 

Lime cars 

Gil cars 

Grain and hay cars 

Furniture cars 

Provision cars 

Peer cars 

Heater cars 

Lumber cars 

Lehigh Valley Despatch cars 

Traders’ Despatch cars 

Refrigerator cars (Tiffany) 

“ (Wickes) 

Goke cars 

House cars 

Goal cars, four-wheeled 

eight-wheeled 


538 

259 

142 

97 

579 

70 

1 

1,862 

67 
258 
1x4 

2 

68 
22 

150 

450 

525 

800 

5o 

100 

50 

3,956 

26,914 

7,168 


Also following service cars: — 


Dump cars 

Wreck and tool cars . . . . 

Water cars 

1 Unne‘1 cars, eight-wheeled . 

four-wheeled . 

Gaboose cars 

Supply cars, four-wheeled 

eight-wheeled . 

Flat cars 

Dirt cars 

Snow plows 

fl angers 


4i7 

74 

5 

2 

83 

260 

27 

29 

218 

48 

5 

4 


An agreement, dated September 24th, 1889, was entered 
into between the Lehigh Valley Railroad Company, The 
foast Jersey Water Company, and the City of Newark, 
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N. J., to constiuct from a part of the water-shed in the 
northern part of the State of New Jersey, controlled 
by this Company, to the city of Newark, a pipe line or 
conduit, together with such dams, reservoirs, and works as 
may be necessary, and to supply to said city so much water 
as it may need and require up to an ultimate maximum 
quantity of 50,000,000 gallons per day, with the right at 
any time within a stated period to exercise an option to 
become the absolute owner in its own right of the said water- 
works upon the payment therefor of the sum of $6,000,0 00, 
of which $4,000,000 is to be paid in cash or bonds of the 
City of Newark upon the delivery of the works, and the re- 
maining $2,000,000 at the expiration of eleven years from 
the date of the contract, during which period The East Jersey 
Water Company retains the right to divert and use for its 
own benefit so much of 27,500,000 gallons daily as the city 
may not, during that time, need for its own use. All water 
conducted in excess of that amount will also be under the 
control of the water company. Said $2,000,000 to be secured 
by the deposit, with some person or corporation to be agreed 
upon, of bonds of the City of Newark in that amount, interest 
upon which, however, shall not accrue until the expiration 
of said period of eleven years. 

The above option has been duly exercised in the manner 
provided for in the contract, by resolutions recently passed 
by the Newark Aqueduct Board and by the Common Coun- 
cil of the city ; certified copies of which have been served 
upon the water company. This work is now in progress 
with every prospect of being completed within the period 
contemplated by the contract. 

Iheie has been no change during the year either in the 
Board or the general officers. 

By order of the Board, 

E. P. WILBUR, 

President • 


